BRITISH AGRICULTURE
poorer, land went out of use altogether, tenant farmers
could no longer pay rents and their sons migrated into
the towns, where better prospects seemed to offer
themselves, instead of taking over their fathers' farms.
There was a time when British agriculture led the
world, when British methods of tillage and cattle
breeding were studied everywhere in the world as
exemplary. But all that gradually ceased.
More and more land was tilled extensively instead
of intensively, more and more ploughed land was
turned into permanent pasturage, and in the mild
and damp climate of the British Isles it could be left
to itself after seven years3 attention. British agriculture
experienced its severest crisis between 1887 and 1896,
and it was in this period that the Board of Agriculture
was established. It has since developed into the
Ministry of Agriculture, and become an important
department of governmental activity. At the begin-
ning of the present century a certain recovery set in,
and between 1900 and 1914 attempts were made to
adapt British agriculture to the new and less favourable
situation. As a result of these efforts British agricul-
tural income was raised by 20 per cent. During the
war, of course, agricultural prices were high, and even
in 1920, two years after the war, British farmers were
receiving three times as much for their produce as
before the war. However, that was a temporary
recovery only, and since then it has been followed by
a relapse and further decline.
How much is actually left to-day of British agriculture
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